OCTOBER, 1980 


USSIONARIES 


OES OF LOVE 


9 
2 
v 
Ae 
va 
= 
OS 


Accomplishing The Goal— 
What Does It Require? 


One of the most often used texts for missions is 
found in Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish...” But, this statement is often used out 
of context and full meaning as the rest of the verse 
reads: “but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” This 
portion of scripture has to do with discipline. The au- 
thor of the Proverbs is teaching about a standard—a 
norm. Unless the people know what they are supposed 
to do and are sincere about doing it, there will be a lack 
of accomplishment and a severe deterioration. I have 
looked at other biblical versions, especially those in 
other languages, and find these words, generally: 
“Without prophecy the people are unrestrained.” 

When it came to the important matter of the human 
race being informed of His message, God established a 
standard and required discipline of His followers to do 
the task. God called forth a man, a family, a people 
(nation), and then the Church to make His Word 
known. This change from one entity to another was 
necessary on the part of God, because the task was not 
fulfilled. 


At the culmination of His earthly ministry, Jesus 
gave a command to His followers—the Church. He 
said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age’ (Matthew 28:19,20 NASB). 
These words are a vision (prophecy—standard) and 
require discipline. The word “disciples”? emanates 
from the root word “discipline.” 


We pass from the ministry of Jesus to that of the 
apostles. Those that had the vision (maintained the 
standard) quickly carried the Gospel into all of the 
known world at that time. The Church had received 
the command, believed in it, accepted it, and carried it 
out with much sincerity and discipline. They went 
about it in a very competent manner with ministries 
that definitely met the needs of that hour: evangeliza- 
tion (telling the people the way of salvation through 
Jesus Christ); teaching the believers (making disci- 
ples); and establishing the ongoing Church in city after 
city, province after province, and country after country. 
When the Church got into difficulty so that the vision 
was “injured or damaged”, leadership met together 
and again the vision was renewed and the work was 
carried on. 
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But as time went on, opportunists, self-appointed — 
leaders, and the undisciplined broke away from the : 
main stream and established their little kingdoms. 
Thus, they dissipated the truth and the thrust of the 
Gospel so that the work of the Lord became less and — 
less effective and the “Dark Ages” came in and en- 
dured for quite a few centuries. 


With the coming of the Reformation, the vision was 
again renewed, and the followers of the Lord were 
again restrained (disciplined) to take the Gospel to the 
regions beyond. Soon the Holy Spirit raised up mis- 
sions movements, and the Church sent missionaries to 
Asia, Africa, and the islands of the sea, the Americas, 
as well as into the neighboring areas of Europe. Then, 
at the beginning of this century came a time of great 
renewal, with the ministry of the Holy Spirit (the Pen- 
tecostal Movement), and this quickly affected the min- 
istry of the Church. Missionaries proclaiming the © 
complete Gospel—Jesus Christ the Savior, the Healer, 
the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit and the soon-coming 
King—went with a message that was for the whole 
man and met the need of the hour. One of these move- 
ments was the International Church of the Foursquare — 
Gospel. In just a few short years, the Pentecostal mes- — 
sage has spread rapidly over all of Latin America, with — 
over 70% of all Protestants being Pentecostal, and simi- — 
lar successes have taken place in other areas of the — 
world. Today the Church is challenged with the same — 
temptations that have been evidenced in church his- | 
tory. Not only opportunists and self-appointed leaders — 
challenge the vision, but also dissipating the thrust of 
the Gospel are those who call every good work done in — 
the name of the Lord “missions.” Anything less than — 
the discipline required to fulfill the message of God in — 
spreading the Gospel to all people fails to accomplish © 
the goal of the Great Commission. ; 


It yet remains to evangelize, disciple and establish — 
the Church in country after country, tribe after tribe, — 
and nation after nation. People must be reached today, © 
And they will be reached by the disciplined people of ~ 
God who understand the standard and give themselves 3 
to reach a lost world. ‘ 

By Dr. Leland Edwards, Director 
Foursquare Missions International © 


Editor’s note: The world map on pages 8 and 
9 and the missionary photos on pages 6 and 
11 have been designed so they can be pulled 
out and used as prayer reminders, bulletin 
board decorations, etc. 


VOLUME 17, NUMBER 2, 
OCTOBER, 1980 - 


Cover photos by Reverend Paul Risser. 


G. C. Burris, J. Holland, P.E. Jones, F.H. Wymore, V.F. Gardner. Published 10 times annually, 
lifornia. Second-class postage paid at Los Angeles, California. Distributed without charge 
accepted; gifts are tax deductible. Send changes of address to mailing secretary 60 days | 
W addresses. Address all correspondence to the editor, 1100 Glendale Bivd., Los Angeles, 


This is your Department of Missions 
International. These dedicated workers 
dre providing the fellowship of 
Foursquare churches with these 8 
important services. 


—Guiding North American Churches into Cross-Cultural Involvement 
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THE HEROISM 


OF MISSIONS 


By Reverend Paul Risser, 
Pastor 

Florence Avenue Foursquare 
Church 

Santa Fe Springs, California 


“My parents 
drilled into our 
hearts that the 

most honorable 
and heroic 
people on earth 
were 
missionaries.” 


One of the biggest challenges I have faced as a 
pastor is the motivation of believers to become en- 
thusiastically involved in sharing the Gospel of 
Christ with people in other parts of the world. We 
usually refer to this aspect of the church’s ministry as 
MISSIONS. 

I had the good fortune of growing up in a home 
that placed missions high on the priority list. My par- 
ents drilled into our hearts that the most honorable 
and heroic people on earth were missionaries. 
Therefore, as a little boy who was an intense sports 
fan, I’'considered our early Foursquare missionary 
families—like the Zieglers, Edwards, and Ander- 
sons—on a par with Joe DiMaggio, Doak Walker and 
Ted Williams. To give to a missionary cause was the 
most noble thing one could do. I even assumed that I 
was accumulating treasure in heaven whenever I 
gave up my bed toa missionary who was visiting our 
home. 

Now, after serving on our organization’s Interna- 
tional Board for several years, which offers a priv- 
ileged vantage point, and having traveled the world 
on numerous occasions seeing firsthand the suc- 
cesses (and sometimes failures) of our movement's 
endeavors of carrying out the Great Commission, I 
am more convinced than ever of missions. 

Then, why are there still great pockets of the 
Christian community that have an inherent reserve, 
or even a resistence, to involving themselves in giv- 
ing the Gospel to the world? While sitting in a jam- 
packed church in Brazil; observing the craving hun- 
ger of the national pastors in Nigeria to learn pastoral 
philosophy; listening to a missionary in Colombia ar- 
ticulate a Spirit-given strategy to reach the land of his 
calling with the Gospel, I have often thought, “If peo- 
ple in America could see this they would be turned 
on to missions forever.” 

Obviously we cannot take everyone abroad to 
share such experiences. So then, how can we see the 
church assume its responsibility to its mission? 
FIRST, every believer must understand that MIS- 
SIONS IS AN IMPERATIVE AND NOT AN OP- 
TION. After His promise of the Holy Spirit to His 
disciples, Jesus clearly stated that He expected them 
to be “witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Jesus’ marching orders 
to the body of Christ are unmistakable. Getting the 
Gospel to the far regions of the world is a definite 
part of every Christian’s responsibility. 

Whenever one is filled with the Spirit there is an 
accompanying desire to share Christ with others. 
This is the Holy Spirit molding our desires and mov- 
ing us in concert with the command of Christ. But 
soon there is a counter mood and/or drive within us, 
which Paul calls the flesh (Romans 8). This tends to 
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squelch and dampen the surges of the Spirit. Conse- 
quently, we experience the inner battle between 
flesh and Spirit defined so clearly in the Pauline 
epistles. Let me illustrate how it works in practical 
terms. 

A while back I started to the YMCA with a deter- 
mination to get in better physical condition. Every 
day for a week I ran the track, noticing that it was 
taking me some 10 minutes to run the mile. This was 
disconcerting to me as I recalled of being clocked at 
less than 5:00 minutes when I was in high school. 
Arriving at the “Y” after a week of running, I was 
inspired and determined to get the time down to nine 
minutes that day. My SPIRIT was excited, but as 
soon as I began to run the FLESH began to cry: “You 
can’t make it in nine minutes. You'll kill me if you try 
it.” I had hardly run a lap when my big toe, which 
flares up with arthritic pains occasionally, began to 
hurt and seemed to say, “If you hurt me by putting 
me through this torture, I’m going to really give you 
trouble when you get older.” My spirit said to the 
flesh, ‘‘Be quiet and keep running.” Momentarily my 
toe stopped hurting, but just as soon came a sharp 
pain in the knee. The knee (flesh) screamed: “You 
know you had water on this knee and if you keep 
running, you could cause serious damage to me.” 
The spirit issued an order to the knee to keep run- 
ning, damage or no damage. 


The last effort of the flesh to get me to urge the 
spirit to abort the goal came at about the % mile 
mark. At this point, as I was huffing and puffing, the 
flesh said, “You know, you could overdo this exercise 
stuff and cause me to have a heart attack.” The spirit 
retorted, ‘“You are just a sissy, flesh, and always want 
the easy way out. Run and keep quiet.” Finally, the 
finish line! The clock read 8:55. THE SPIRIT WAS 
VICTORIOUS OVER THE FLESH. 

Back in the locker room the spirit was so pleased 
with the achievement, but the flesh whimpered, 
“You almost killed me.” Then came his last appeal to 
defeat the spirit, “Since I did so well today in the run - 
... you ought to reward me by taking me to dinner.” 
What a diehard. 

The battle of the flesh and the spirit—all of us face 
it within ourselves and within the life of the church. 
Many times we have heard the argument of the flesh, — 
‘We have people here in our church who have 
needs, why send money to people in other parts of 
the world?” Is it not the flesh which says, “Why try to 
win heathen in Africa when we have so many in 
America?” 

One of the first missionary challenges I gave in the 
ministry was responded to by a man who said, “I 
think the church should give to missions only after all 
the people of the church are taken care of.” 

When you give a substantial offering to missions 
does the flesh protest that you could have used that 
for purpose of your own? Missions is acommand of - 
Christ, but the flesh will contest every step of the 
Way. i 
SECONDLY, the leadership of the church (locally, 
denominationally, and missionaries) must con- 
tinually upgrade its methods of conveying the excit- | 
ing message of missions. Earlier I said that if people 
could go to the field they would be turned on. But, 
they can’t go, so it becomes incumbent on those of us 
in leadership to get the message to the people ... 
without losing it in transit. | 


To bring to life or revive missionary zeal in the 
church there are three principles, I would see, that 
need to be observed. THE FIRST PRINCIPLE: 
_ Never forget that MISSIONARY VISION IS A NAT- 
URAL OUTGROWTH OF THE WORK OF THE 
SPIRIT. The leadership of our assemblies should 
“recognize the compulsion within every Spirit-filled 
believer to share his faith. 
You can see this principle at work all over the 
globe. Our Foursquare movement has wonderful ex- 


local churches are a part of movements and associa- 
tions is so that they can do collectively what they 
could never do individually. We realize the multi- 
plication of accomplishment through joining to- 
gether when God says, “And five of you shall chase 
an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten 
thousand to flight... .” (Lev. 26:28). 

We have fun debating the proverbial question, 
“Which came first, the chicken or the egg?” How- 
ever, there can be no debate when asked “Which 
came first, the local church or the denomination? 
The denomination was developed to help facilitate 
some of the ministry of the local church. Denomina- 
tional structure must always be the servant of the 
church. Its offices and departments must reflect and 
carry out the vision of the local assemblies. So, out of 
the church must evolve vision and we must not sit on 
our hands expecting the missions department to in- 
spire us to get involved, nor should we see ourselves 
as helping the Missions International fulfill their vi- 
sion. Rather, we should see that department as help- 
ing us facilitate our vision for reaching the world. 

It should be mentioned that I have had a priv- 
ileged vantage point of our missions department for 
the past several years, and I see Dr. Leland Edwards 


At left: After having traveled 
the world on numerous 
occasions, Paul Risser is 
more convinced than ever of 
missions. 


and his associates as having a great yearning to re- 
flect the goals and vision of the churches. New pro- 
grams and approaches are being inaugurated con- 
tinually which are giving more opportunity for the 
churches to individualize their missions involve- 
ment. With this liberty all of us will continue to sup- 
port our united Foursquare missionary endeavor, 
which I feel is second to none. We are going forward 
as never before. 

THE. THIRD PRINCIPLE: Finally, THE 
CHURCH'S VISION INVARIABLY BEGINS IN 
THE HEART OF THE PASTOR. I hesitate to make 
this point since I, with my good pastor friends, have 
laughed (even jokingly scoffed) during conventions 
and pastoral conferences because we were repeat- 
edly told in virtually every kind of session or seminar 
that “the pastor is the key!” The key to Christian edu- 
cation, to visitation, stewardship, evangelism—the 
list is long. I didn’t take the challenge so seriously 
when we were told the pastor is the key to U.F.W. 
(United Foursquare Women), but I had seen the 
chapters of our church carry out such a tremendous 
ministry with simply a “God bless you” from me. 

However, in spite of my reserve, I must restate my 
conviction—THE PASTOR IS THE KEY TO THE 


amples worldwide. I am personally acquainted with 
our work in Nigeria, which this Fall celebrates 30 
_brief years of ministry. The heartthrob of those dy- 
“namic Africans is to share the Gospel with neighbor- 

ing nations. Are you aware that every year they raise 
“many tens of thousands of dollars to support their 
own missionary endeavors in Ghana, Dahomey, and 
other West African nations? Brazil, with their on- 
_ going expansion within the country, has sent person- 
‘nel to start works in Paraguay and Uraguay. Most 

recently, Phil Starr reports that the people of Papua, 
-New Guinea are contributing sizeable amounts of 
money for the evangelizing of India. 

_ Though we do fight the battle with the flesh, let the 
leadership of every local fellowship never forget that 
sharing the Gospel with the world is a desire of be- 

lievers the world over. 

THE SECOND PRINCIPLE: VISION BEGINS 
_AT THE LOCAL CHURCH. Even the most casual 
Bible reader knows of the three missionary journeys 
of the Apostle Paul, as sketched in Acts. Who would 

argue that it changed the course of the history of the 

world and established the pattern for Christian mis- 
_sionary zeal and strategy? From where did the vision 


“The helicopter 
hovered high 
above the fire. 
Don dropped 
down on a 100 
foot rope to 
rescue the men 


from death.” 


for this thrust come? The believers in the church in 
Antioch were moved upon by the Holy Ghost and 
they sent Paul and Barnabas (first journey) on their 
‘way, according to Acts 13:1-3. 

In Romans 10:13-15 (LB) the Apostle Paul traces 


CHURCH'S MISSIONARY VISION. After the pas- 
tor has gained the confidence of the congregation 
through wise and faithful leadership (church growth 
experts think this often takes 4-5 years), the very na- 
ture of his position necessitates that he take the lead. 


the burden of responsibility to the church by asking 
“some key questions: “Anyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. But how shall they ask 
him to’save them unless they believe in him? And 


The congregation usually takes the attitude toward 
issues and causes as does the pastor. What is 
important to the pastor usually becomes important to 


how can they believe in him if they have never 
heard about him? And how can they hear about him 
‘unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go 
and tell them unless someone sends him?” There is 
‘no way that deduction can be misinterpreted. The 
‘boredom of initiative rests locally. If we will believe 
and practice this biblical order it will help us avoid 
common denominational or organizational pitfalls— 
that is the experience of carrying out “headquarters” 
vision. One of the reasons, among countless others, 


the laity. So, if missions is important to the pastor, it 
will soon become important to the church. The con- 
gregation’s posture will reflect the pastor's. 

Have you ever considered the frustration of the 
church that has a long history of pastoral changes 
every year or two? Let's face it, priorities of pastors 
vary. Since our subject is missions, consider that one 
pastor could feel missions a top priority, while the 
next might view it as the lowest priority of the 
church. Then comes another pastor who wants to 
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These Foursquare Missionanies are representing 
you in Mexico, Central America, and south 


America. Support them. 
Pray for them. 


Mexico Panama EI Salvador ‘Honduras 
Humberto& Ludwig Loren & Cheilon Arthur & Marian Michael & Dean & Carlene Truett | 
Teri Paz Mantei Edwards Gadberry Susan Weilein 


Costa Rica Colombia 


Guatemala 
Jerry & Jennie James & Shirley William & Lewis & John & Jean Rosemary Firth 
King Walker Betty Pritchett Deraine Richey Firth 


. “¢ @ r / 
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Brazil Boliva Venezuela 
Louise Aerl Marguerite George &Jane Dale & PattiDowns Jack & Darlene Gary & Leslie Royer — 
Hawley Faulkner Anderson 


Ecuador 
Mike & Lolita Edwin & Glen &Sharon Sheila Ransford John & Cheryl k & Ali i , 
Frederick Vonitta Gurney Pummel Aa saree a Richew 


Argentina Chile 


international 


The Short-Term Missionary Program 


A PLACE FOR 
YOU IN MISSIONS 


Have you been looking for a place where 
_ your talents, training and experience can be 
_ used to a maximum advantage in the service of 
the Lord? Foursquare Missions has a variety of 
opportunities in 34 different areas of the world. 
A recent survey conducted worldwide among 
our missionaries and national church leaders 
has brought a response that shows many people 
Pa extending to us a modern day Macedonian 
call. 


In the past two decades, over one hundred 
young people were sent to several mission 
fields for short terms of special service as mis- 
sionary assistants. The Missionary Assist Pro- 
gram was sponsored by a group of Foursquare 
businessmen who gave total support to this 
through the Foursquare Mission Office. Ap- 
proximately one year ago this program was ter- 
minated to make room for a superior, further 
reaching movement now called the Short-Term 
Missionary Program. Because of the good result 
obtained from the Missionary Assist program, it 
: was felt that this project should be extended to 
a wider overseas area and invite participation 
of local congregations in sponsoring the 
program. 


Church leaders have recognized the signif- 
icant place short-term involvement takes in our 
overall missions commitment. After a thorough 
study, the Missionary Cabinet and the Interna- 
tional Board have given their approval that this 
new Short-Term Program be launched. 

All who know that God is directing them to 
overseas service may now apply for appoint- 
ment to serve for periods of three months to two 
years. If the requirements are met, which in- 


clude proper recommendations from local pas- 
tors and church councils and from the District 
Supervisor, such persons will be considered for 
overseas appointment. Upon acceptance, the 
Missions Department will give them the neces- 
sary orientation for missionary activity. They 
will then be placed in strategic positions assist- 
ing Foursquare missionaries around the world. 
Anyone considering short-term service 
should do careful thinking and praying. The 
advantages are great, but there are some things 
that also need to be carefully considered: 

1. Are you fully committed to Jesus Christ as 
Lord of your life, and willing to serve Him 
in any capacity He may show you? 

2. Are you seriously seeking God’s will for 
your life? 

3. Are you actively involved in some form of 
discipleship service now? 

4, Are you a consistent student of the Scrip- 
tures, seeking to understand the basic 
truths of the Word of God? 

5. Are you actively linked in fellowship and 
worship with a local church? 

6. Do you have a spiritual gift you are cur- 
rently exercising that could be used in the 
work of Christ in some other part of the 
world? 

7. Are you in good health? 


Short-Term Missionary service can benefit 

you in the following ways: 

—It will allow you on-the-job training as you 
make sure of your calling in Christ’s 
service. 

—You will feel the pulse of the work and be 
involved in a way that will help you make 
the necessary cultural adjustments. 

—You will be able to see firsthand the great 
needs that exist on the field. 

—You will be able to share Christ in an over- 
seas ministry. 


Anyone interested in Short-Term Missions in- 
volvement should write to: 
Director of Missions International 
1100 Glendale Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90026 4 
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Christian Trends at a Glance... 


... The body of Christ should live out for all to see the 
meaning of being trustworthy stewards of God’s crea- 
tion. This will be seen in how we view our possessions, in 
our style of living, in how we relate to the poor and 
disadvantaged, in how we respond to global economic 
injustice, in how we show love for one another by shar- 
ing ourselves and what we own. If we belong to one 
another spiritually, then economic bonds must join us. 
And if we have been deeply touched by God’s compas- 
sion, we will naturally feel a call to help the hurting world 
God so loves.” —Sen. Mark O. Hatfield (Christianity 
- Today) 


... According to the American Bible Society, Scripture 
distribution increased a dramatic 100 percent from 1978 
to 1979, from 2.08 million to 4.2 million Scriptures, in 
Pakistan. In Lebanon, Scripture distribution in 1979 rose 3 
percent to 1.7 million Scriptures, while distribution in In- 
donesia totalled 10.2 million units. Scripture distribution 
in Egypt rose 27 percent last year to a total of nearly 
793,000, while: in Sudan, distribution totalled 88,737 
Scriptures in 1979. Even in Islamic nations suffering from 
political and economic turmoil, Scripture distribution 
continues. In Iran, the Bible Society distributed over 210,- 
000 Scriptures in 1979. A recent shipment of 5,500 cop- 
ies of the Persian Bible was warmly greeted as well. (ABS 
News Release) 
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Missions is here to stay. God assures us that 
He has purposed to gather His Church from 
every nation on the earth. He has put in the 
hands of His laborers the tools for the task, in- 
cluding the power of the Holy Spirit. He is 
quickening His Church today with a fresh de- 
votion and commitment to giving every person 
the opportunity of knowing Christ. 

However, there are gospel imperatives that 
call us to action. In Matthew 28:19&20, we read 
the words of Jesus, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you...” (NASB) 

Christ calls us to help meet human needs, 
spiritual and physical, throughout the world. 
The Church of our Lord Jesus Christ was never 
“so widely planted nor so deeply rooted” as it is 
today. Yet, of our present 4.2 billion world pop- 
ulation, 2.5 billion are beyond present outreach 
of any existing mission or church. 

We must move Christ’s mission forward. All 
of us are in debt to the past. We drink from 
wells we have not dug; we enjoy the liberties 
won for us by others; we share in blessings ob- 
tained by the faith and sacrifice of others. That 
is why giving to the cause of Missions is so 
important. We can share our faith in this man- 
ner and show appreciation for all we have re- 
ceived so freely. 

Even when the fields are “white unto har- 
vest” the harvest is never automatic. There 
must be a continued penetration of the impor- 
tance of reaching the lost in every believer’s 
heart. 

Our goals and methods to reach them are 
well-defined. Your giving provides the means 
to train and send workers to huge blocks of peo- 
ple throughout the world. Through their varied 
ministries, a continuous discipling program is 
in effect which results in church planting and 
church growth. Your giving provides funds for: 


*Establishing Bible *Bible Studies 
Colleges *Language Studies 
*Orphanage Aid *Missionary 
*Conducting Conferences 
Evangelistic *Multi-media 
Campaigns Presentations 
* Translating *Missionary Films 
Scripture * Youth Camps 
*Sending *Strategy Planning 
Missionaries *Publicity 
*Radio Broadcasts * Disaster Relief 
*Theological *Street Meetings 
Education by *Prison Services 
Extension *Building Churches 


However, we must be more realistic in our 
approach to reaching a populace of over half of 
the world’s people who have never heard the 
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Gospel of our Lord. We must let His Word pen- 
etrate into the practical areas of our lives. There 
must be more than a token commitment in giv- 
ing—it must be total. We can learn much from 
the parable of the widow’s mite. “. . . she, out of 
her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to 
live on” (Mark 12:44 NASB). 

We need to go far enough in our commitment 
to touch a world for Christ. God doesn’t mea- 
sure your gift by its monetary value. He mea- 
sures it by its cost to you. It is a commitment of 
love. Such dynamic action on the part of God's; 
people will open the treasury of supply and 
provide much needed funds to thrust more: 
workers into territories that the Lord has staked. 
out for Foursquare Missions. 4 


“By The Treasyre Gate 


Unnoticed He sat by the temple gate... 
While the rich and poor passed by; 

And he read their hearts as they dropped 
their gifts Neath the gaze of His searching 
eye. 

Each gift He weighed in a subtle scale... As 
it dropped in the temple store— 

The pain it cost, and sacrifice, and the burden |! 
of love it bore. 


But the piercing eye of the watching Christ 
looked not at the proffered gold; 

Not “What did he give?” was His searching 
test, but ‘““How much did he withhold?” 
By what standard stern the rich man’s tithes 

... Was shamed by the widow’s mite; 

For she gave her all—while he kept his 
wealth ... As he passed from the Master’s 
sight. 

By the gates of the treasury still He sits... 
And watches the gifts we bring 

And He measures the gold that we bring to 
Him . .. By the gold to which we cling. 


How much to revive a starving world? How 
much for our pampered plates? 

How much to extend the King’s frontiers? 
How much for our own estates? 


How much have you sent to the mission field 
... To invest in the souls of men? 

How much to your broker for stocks and 
bonds... To return to yourself again? 

Is it Mammon or God who holds the key . . . 

To the vault where your treasure lies? 

There’s a curse or a blessing locked within... 
That will follow beyond the skies. 

For the hour will come when the wealth of 
earth... Recedes from our slackened 
grasp; 

And the gold and goods we have given away 
... Are all that our hands can clasp. 

O Master of men, spur our lagging zeal .. . 
Till we answer the Kingdom’s call, 

And lay on the altar a worthy gift . . . 
Ourselves and our gold—OUR ALL. 

—Author Unknown 


These Foursquare Missionaries are representing 
you in Asia, Africa, Europe, and the South 
Pacific. Support them. 

Pray for them. 
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Republic of the Philippines Sri-Lanka 
Peggy Barger Eloise Clarno Everett & Gary &Johnell Olga Robertson Richard & 

Ruth Denison Loop Betty Kiser 
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Hong Kong Korea Transkei, South Africa 
Ron & Carole Ron & Charlotte Patricia Conrad Emegene Lewis & Arlene Ziegler 
Williams Meyers Manthe 
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Spain Papua New Guinea Nigeria, West Africa 

John & Donna Phil & Diane Phil & Millie Mitchell & Rose Belobaba 

Verbarendse ‘Franklin Starr 

On Special Assignment 

England United States & Canada United States & Canada 

Chris & Denice Davies Mason & Virgene Hughes Al & Mollie Chaves 
Jacquelyn Coppens Harold & Faye Curtis 

West Germany Claude & Lola Updike Charles & Nelwyn Gosling 


Donald & Elizabeth McPherson Ralph & Oneida Elmore Elmer & Marjorie McCammon 


By Barbara M. Edwards 


A Sewing Machine, A Cardboard Box 


Every born-again believer is a part of the Great 
Commission—telling people about Jesus Christ and 
His glorious salvation for all WITH ALL 
CONFIDENCE! 

Ester de Avila, a woman about fifty years of age, is 
a choice ambassador for the Lord Jesus in the Central 
American country of Nicaragua. Truly, Ester is tell- 
ing the people of that nation “with all confidence” of 
how much Jesus loves them. 

There is a tendency to think that modern, sophisti- 
cated equipment is a requisite for success in telling 
the Gospel story. But, Ester would not be able to 
agree with that for God is doing great works through 


__ her simple dedication to “preaching the kingdom of 


| God, and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Approximately four years ago, the Managua Four- 
square Church sent Ester to the town of San Marcos, 


- about twenty-five miles away, to pioneer a new 


church, As the work grew she had to travel several 
times a week for services. After a year of this ar- 
rangement, Ester decided it would be best for her to 
move to San Marcos so as to be able to better ‘“‘shep- 
herd the flock” God had entrusted to her care. She 
was spending too much time on buses. Missionary 


‘, Jerry King arrived at her home with a pick-up truck, 


expecting to fill it. But all Ester possessed of material 


ga things was a sewing machine and a small cardboard 


box of clothing. She moved in with a family from the 


<= new congregation in San Marcos and several months 


Ester de Avila was sent out 
to the surrounding towns by 
the Managua Foursquare 
Church, 


“Preaching the 
kingdom of God, 
and teaching 
those things 
which concern 
the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all 
confidence ...” 


(Acts 28:31). 
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later she called Jerry to say that there were forty 
people to be baptized. 

Knowing that there were other areas to reach for 
the Kingdom, Ester also went to Jinotepe, a town 
larger than San Marcos, some five miles away. 
There, Juan, a new convert, began witnessing on his 
job to another young man, named Felipe. But, Felipe 
wanted nothing to do with the Gospel. Finally, to get 
rid of Juan, he promised to go to church once, but that 
was all! However, as he listened to the beautiful story 
of God’s love his heart was touched and Felipe com- 
mitted his life to Jesus. Felipe did what every true 
Christian does as he began “‘preaching the kingdom 
of God” to family and friends. Soon, his brother, 
Pedro, was also converted. However, with his father, 
Ramon, it was a different story. He was a very devout 
man; part of his portfolio was to travel all of Costa 
Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua in religious promo- 
tional work. He became very upset, though, when 
these two sons acknowledged Jesus as Lord of their 
lives. For several weeks they testified to their father, 
but he would have nothing to do with it, One evening 
they invited Jerry King to hold a service in their fa- 
ther’s home in Jinotepe. As they entered, Ramon and 
fourteen members of his family were standing across 
the back of the room, arms folded, looking very hos- 
tile. During the course of the short service, Ramon 
and friends just stood there without moving. “They 
acted as though they wanted nothing to do with us or 
the Gospel,” comments Jerry King. “But as I turned to 
leave, Ramon stopped me, saying, ‘You! I want to talk 
to yout’ ” Jerry was not too anxious to comply, but he 
did. “I’ve seen a great change in my sons in the last 
three or four weeks,” shared Ramon with Jerry. 
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“They used to carouse around, chase women, drink, 
smoke and fight all the time. There’s been such a 
change come over their lives. If this Christ can do 
that for them, I want to accept Him, too.” Kneeling 
right there, he committed his life to Jesus. 

Because Ramon was so well-known in the town, 
his conversion created quite a stir among the people. 
Within ten days, over sixty people began attending 
services in his home. Ester preached there every 
night. The work grew and a pastor was appointed. A 
few weeks later, Ramon said that the Lord was so 
good that he could not keep quiet, but must go out 
“preaching the kingdom of God.” That afternoon he 
and two sons went across town to the suburb “El 
Aguacate.” There they encountered a woman beat- 
ing her husband with the flat side of a machete knife, 
saying that after beating him she was going to kill 
him! Ramon intervened by saying that maybe he 
could help. After witnessing to them about Jesus and 
his love, within fifteen minutes these two people 
knelt right in the middle of the street, tears running 
down their cheeks as they wept their way into the 
Kingdom of God. 


About three weeks later, because of the change in 
the lives of these two people, the husband, for the 
first time, was clothing and feeding the children, 
holding a job, and no longer fought with his wife. But 
the work did not stop there, for a new congregation of 
thirty-five people was birthed, as well. As this was all 
so new to them, they were shy to hold meetings. So, 
beautiful Ester began working with them, “teaching 
those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all confidence...” 

As Aguacate continued to grow, Ramon’s sons 
launched out into another area—San Jose de Mas- 
atepe. Today, thirty-five people fellowship there to- 
gether and land has been donated for the building of 
a church edifice. 

During a study in the Book of Acts led by Jerry 
King, Ester and several workers got so excited about 
what God had done in those days, that they felt sure 
He could do the same thing there in Nicaragua in 
their area. Surely, these workers are seeing the fruits 
of their faith and dedication. 

Remember that all of this was decided without 
asking for any financial backing and accomplished 
without any great campaigns. They just felt that they 
wanted to go carry the Word of God to people and 
live among them. There are no huge cathedrals with 
beautifully polished pews, expensive sound systems, 
or great organs. There is something far more pre- 
cious—humble people. Some are unlearned, others 
are farmers and those who work in the coffee planta- 
tions, but all are coming to know Jesus in His fulness 
as they have become co-heirs with the Lord. People 
who have heard the Gospel become workers, trained 
under Ester to continue the work of the Book of Acts. 
As these workers go forth, more doors open to them. 
Due to Ester’s faithfulness and dedication there are 
nine established preaching points in this area. Other 
areas of Nicaragua where the Foursquare Church is 
established have caught the vision and the same 
thing is happening, all because of the faithfulness of 
one little woman named Ester de Avila. a 


Could this small fishing village of Bocachica 
small mouth) on the island of Tierra Bomba 
(Earth Bomb) in the country of Colombia really 
be the place God was leading us to? Shouldn't 
}we start in a city and then branch out? That was 
the normal way to start a mission on the foreign 
field. But no doors opened in a city. God never, 
absolutely never, makes a mistake and His 
Word says, “The steps of a good man are or- 
dered by the Lord” (Psalm 37:23). 

The island was so primitive; the village itself 
as without beauty. There were not stores, 
such as you and I know here in the United 
States. On the island, I did my shopping in a 
small hut in the corner of a small living room. 
Coconuts were on the floors; bananas were 
hanging from the rafters. Cigarettes, matches 
jand kerosene for the lamps were the principal 
elling items. 


— 


We had no fear of cars because there were 
none. There were no schools and sanitation 
as nil. All of our fresh water was caught dur- 
jing the rains, from the rusty tin roofs and kept 
n large barrels we brought our belongings in 
irom the United States. Water was continually 
boiling for drinking and cooking with. We 
learned to measure our water as it was the most 


fing with a half gourd of water. When fresh 
jwater became scarce, our household linens 
fwere washed in agua gorda (fresh water and 
sea water mixture) drawn from a very deep 
twell built by the slaves for the Spaniards. I fi- 
ially had to accept the stiff yellowish sheets, 
fable linens and clothes. 


The yucca and banana peelings began to pile 
lup. Since I did not know what to do with them I 
iwatched my neighbors and did likewise. Our 
karbage went flying over the back fence and 
before I could get back to the house the garbage 
tollectors—pigs, goats, and mangy dogs had it 
bleared away. 

| I learned many beautiful lessons as a mis- 
Gionary, both spiritual. and practical, that I 
bould have never learned anywhere else. For 
nstance, there was a very ugly pig bath (hole 
with mud) right in front of our house on a va- 
sant lot. Stretched out beyond was a very beau- 
iful blue bay. As I would sweep our front street 
ithere was no front yard), I noticed the neigh- 
bors began sweeping their part of the street, as 
tell. Yet, the pig bath continued to bother me a 


ership of their own people. 4 


great deal. Finally something inside of me said, 
“Lift up your head above that hole and look to 
the beautiful bay.” In time I never saw the ugly 
hole, only that gorgeous bay and blue sky. 

Claire, my husband, made us some furniture 
with apple crates thrown off the large ships that 
passed our way. Small boys would bring us 
these crates to make a few cents. Claire made 
our living conditions so much more comfort- 
able with his practical knowledge of doing 
everything. 


The fishing village of 
Bocachica, Colombia. 


Claire and Virginia Martin; 
“The ugly pig bath continued to 
bother me a great deal ...”; 
Carlos Puerta and Tomas 
Castro at the pulpit of the 
Bocachica Church. Tomas was 
the first national evangelist to 
the islands and villages. 


However, my heart would sink at times, not (J 


for myself, but for my small daughters, Cora 
Lynn and Linda. There was no fresh milk or 
vegetables on the island, but God caused me to 
understand that the food produced in that area 
was what we should eat. We ate with thanksgiv- 
ing and prayer and the children never got ill. 
Teaching my two children was not done profes- 


sionally and I longed with all my heart for a © 


school. Missionary Jean Firth helped me, 
though, during a hard period with the teaching 


of the girls and they were able to finish high , 


school by correspondence. Was I ever glad! 


Loneliness is real and it is like a sickness. I ~’ 


almost became ill with it at one time on the 
island and wondered if I might die from it. Be- 


cause of my loneliness, the Holy Spirit brought § 
me into a very intimate relationship with Jesus, , 


and He became the Lord of my life. Everything @& : 


I did, I did unto the Lord. 


We held street meetings. The crowds were §& 
big and noisy. Between the noise and the dog ¥ 


fights we knew we would never do much with 


the street meetings. We did not realize it would ¢ 
take a lot of personal evangelizing to really } 


reach these people. It was discouraging and 


hard as the majority of these people were un- & 


educated and very proud. As we visited their 
homes, one by one, they came with much per- 
secution. But God raised up a fine congregation 
and through their missionary giving many other 
islands and villages received the Gospel. 

We are proud of the Sunday school boys and 
girls of yesterday. They are preaching today. It 
is hard to get an outside pastor for Bocachica, 
but the congregation continues under the lead- 


Reverends Claire and Virginia Martin have , 


served as missionaries in the countries of Bolivia and 
Colombia. Following approximately 40 years of 


aes. 


ministry as missionaries, the Martins retired in 1976. | 
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The Alabaster House, 6,000 feet 
of building dedicated to 
minister to our missionaries 
and Foursquare related 
projects; Pictures, curios and 
artifacts from many countries 
decorate the walls; The most 
exciting room of all is the 
display room where shelves are 
filled with donated items_for 
our missionaries. 


By Ellen Flood 


The Alabaster Box 


The United Foursquare Women’s organiza- 
tion, founded in.1954 by women who wanted to 
share because they cared, is a life-sustaining 
group which is the heartbeat of an orphanage, a 
Bible school, or a mission station and epito- 
.. mizes LOVE! 

. After visiting missionaries on a foreign field a 
few years ago, I began to appreciate and realize 
the importance of women who cared enough to 
give and to build what the Foursquare women 
have called, “The Alabaster House.” A mis- 
sionary distribution center, the first Alabaster 
House stood as a monument to the faith and 
love of women all across the land; women who 
gave their ‘‘penny-a-day” in little white boxes 
in order that this dream might become a reality. 

It all began back in 1956 when the United 
Foursquare Women’s organization, less than 
two years old at the time, purchased their first 
4 “storehouse,” a place in which to house the 
we needed supplies for the missionaries. It was just 
a little old house with drooping shingles and a 

: a sagging porch, but still it served the purpose. 
me ‘Before long it was filled to overflowing and 
ame bulging at the seams with everything from 

“S| "se toothpaste to Tupperware, pencils to pillows. 
| WS This old house left much to be desired, and in 
= time the sagging porch departed; and when the 
|e heavy rains came, the drooping shingles re- 

™% vealed a leaky roof. 

This did not dampen the spirits of our Four- 

f square pioneer women, however, for they 

merely set about looking for a new location 
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Evangelize The World by Timothy C. Wall- 
strom, William Carey International University 
Press, $1.95. 

“By 1886, in an arresting switch, leaders 
turned their eyes from the coastlands of Africa 
and China to the inland territories, as the Sec- 
ond Era of Protestant missions began in ear- 
nest. In that moment there would never have 
been sufficient steam and muscle to move into 
_ the inland territories had it not been for that 
= strange coalition of British and American stu- 
. dents later known as the Student Volunteer 
Movement. 

“This little book is the exciting story of how 
these students did their work, making a reality 
the massive push of a true student uprising. To- 
day the Third (and last) Era is upon us with only 
16,750 Hidden People groups to go. It seems 


Tet 
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eaux DUldiné a Christian library 
t OVEMEN| The Creation Of A Student Movement To 


upon which to build. But the question was 
raised, ‘How are we going to pay for it?” 

Never, never underestimate the power and 
will of Christian women whose purpose is: ““To 
inspire consecration and provide Christian fel- 
lowship and service for the women of our 
church and community. Our vision shall be 
worldwide with Foreign Missions, the home- 
land, and the local church as our charge to 
keep.” : 

The United Foursquare Women must press 
on, and press on they did with the idea of 
“penny-a-day” to pay for their new building 
which was located in Santa Ana, California. 
The year was 1964, and no doubt the skeptics 
called the idea ‘“‘non’cents’ical.” 

This did not deter our ladies, and their dream 
of a new distribution center for missionaries 
became a reality. And, I’m happy to report, un- 
der the organization of over 9,000 members 
strong, a new Alabaster House has been erec- 
ted, valued at well over a quarter of a million 
dollars and with very little indebtedness re- 
maining. This new building houses three large — 
offices, workrooms, a boardroom, and supply 
areas. This is proof that ‘with God, nothing is 
impossible.” | 

Due to the rapid rate of inflation our “penny-_ 
a-day” has increased to “two-pennies-a-day” 
which will be used for the remaining indebted-_ 
ness; and after that, for various projects spon- 
sored by the national offices. | 

Perchance the skeptics are still asking, “What | 
can you do with two cents?” Well, our reply is, _ 
‘How often do you have the opportunity to put — 
your ‘two cents worth in’ and draw the highest 
dividends ever paid this length of time— 
ETERNITY?” Only eternity will tell the count-’ 
less lives that have been changed as a result of 


if 


the ministry of United Foursquare Women. ‘4 


very timely for this little book to appear, written’ 
by a student. Here are all kinds of cues and 
clues as our young people try to match the vi- 
sion, brains, and devotion of those students 
then.” —Ralph D. Winter, U.S. Center 

for World Mission | 


In The Gap by David Bryant, Inter- Varsity Mis- 
sions, $5.95: 

After reading In The Gap, your life will 
never be the same again. This book will touch 
you with enthusiasm for reaching the people of 
the world and becoming a World Christian. It 
not only points out the great work of the Lord 
left to be done, but also how each person can be 
involved in meeting the challenge to see the 
work completed. This book will call you to a 
new commitment in Christ, give your prayer 
life more meaning, and teach you how to reach’ 
others for His cause. 4 
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Greece was the world when the apostle Paul 
ailed from Troas via the island of Samothrace to 
urope on his second missionary journey. Particu- 
ily at Thessalonica and Corinth he not only 
churches, but made tents, supporting him- 
elf and his ministry by a secular trade he had 
~arned before he became a missionary. Paul’s 
ospel brought great breakthroughs throughout 
reece, but now the spiritual tide in this still very 
aligious country has ebbed toward ritualism and 
rmalism which supports very little life for the 
st part. 

‘On my recent seventeen day jaunt through 
reece, where | visited all the sites of Paul’s travels 
amed in the Acts and epistles, | spent part of an 
ening with George Patsaouras in Athens. He 
s the Foursquare work in that country, and 
‘picture he presented concerning ministry pos- 
ilities sounded exceedingly encouraging. | re- 
alled reports the Davises gave me in Athens in 
964 regarding the difficulties they had with gov- 
mental and ecclesiastical authorities. To be sure, 
od often overruled the interference, such as the 


issions Insight, continued from page 5. 

spire the church to get involved. Imagine the per- 
exity of the people who have had conflicting 

mphasis placed on missions by pastors. “It’s impor- 
t”....“It’snotimportant”....“It’simportant”.... 

0, it is not.” 

Perhaps it was this kind of confusion that caused 
1e philosophical old farmer to boast, “I’ve been in 
ie through 12 pastors... but I still believe in 
God has given the pastor a privileged relationship 
ith his congregation and he should use that position 
‘lead his people into this ministry which pays eter- 

1 dividends. It is obvious that the Lord has geared 
is plan for the evangelization of the world to begin 
the local church level. It cannot be accomplished 
ithout our full-fledged involvement. 

A couple of years before I assumed my first pastor- 
e in Brownfield, Texas a tragic event took place in 
“ town, but it turned out to have redeeming value. 
large grain elevator was shaken by a massive ex- 
losion. Fire flamed right under the cabin housed at 
ie top of the elevator, 170 feet above the ground. 
he men inside were literally in an inferno. They 
yuld not get down. They were being burnt alive. 
he heat was so intense that one worker jumped to 
s death. A call for help went to a nearby Air Force 
ase and they responded with a helicopter. But, the 
scue mission could not be accomplished without a 
an who would be willing to get strapped into the 
iness and go down into the fire and pull out the 
ctims. Don Ethington, a member of our church, 


time a police captain received orders to shut down 
the Davises’ services. But, that officer’s wife had 
just been healed of cancer in the Foursquare meet-: | 
ings, so the captain neglected the order! However, | 
at that time, and also when Shirley and | visited a 
service in 1970, religious freedom for Protestants 
in Greece was not much greater, | was told, than in 
Russia. But according to George Patsaouras, it’s 
different today. “We have full freedom to spread 
the Gospel,’ states George. He attributed the 
changed circumstances to the present govern- 
ment’s policy. Previous regimes had given the 
state church a virtual stranglehold on religious af- 
fairs in the country. 

In a sense, George Patsaouras is a tentmaker as 
well as a missionary, as was the apostle Paul. He 
has largely supported himself as a lawyer, but is 
devoting more and more of his time and efforts 
now to the ministry. And God is confirming His 
Word with signs and wonders and miracles. More- 
over, the Greek congregations are responding 
positively to teaching about giving. George Pat- 
saouras is expecting a real breakthrough in 
Greece. And when it comes, governmental and 
ecclesiastical authorities will not try to quell it, 
thanks to the new freedom Christians have to 
propagate their faith. 

If religious freedom can come to Greece, it can 
come to other countries. Our part is to pray and 
believe for that result and to give so that when 
fields open up Foursquare Missions International 
can speed to the harvest. ry 


courageously volunteered for the dangerous mission. 
Since the helicopter could not stay aloft in extremely 
hot temperatures, it had to climb high above the fire 
area and with a 100 foot pencil-thin rope they 
dropped Don to the cabin where he rescued the men 
from certain death. 

As a result, there was a Reader’s Digest article 
which told of Ethington’s heroism. There was a great 
ceremony given in his honor when he received the 
Carnegie Hero Medal for what he had done. He de- 
served that medal. But Don would be the first to say, 
“Don’t forget the pilot and crew in the helicopter. 
The mission could not have been accomplished, or 
even thought of, without them.” 

In our carrying out the Great Commission, there 
are “GOERS” and there are “SENDERS”. There are 
missionaries who go into the “fire” and there are 
those of us who man the helicopter. One is as essen- 
tial as the other. My role as a pastor is to have a vision 
to impart. Soon the pastor’s vision will become the 
church’s vision. Only when the people of a church 
are fully committed to a vision THEY OWN will 
they want to be involved. 

Remember the man I referred to earlier as saying 
that he didn’t believe in missions and suggested that 
it should be a low priority? Subtly, the Holy Spirit 
used the pastoral missionary emphasis to help him 
rearrange his values. As we were preparing to leave 
the pastorate after 10 years, this brother said to me, “I 
hope the new pastor who comes has an interest in 
missions. It must be made clear to him that we are a 
missionary church.” 
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Bales shown here, prepared by | 
Foursquare Women, are ready fe 
shipment to the Philippines. 
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